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WASHINGTON –Briyon Shuford, 30, of Washington D.C., was sentenced today to 161 

months in prison for his participation in a daylight drive-by shooting – while he served 

as a DC Violence Interrupter -- that seriously injured four people. Shuford also was 

sentenced for his participation in a violent, armed group of drug dealers known as the 

“21st and Vietnam” crew. The crew distributed significant quantities of crack cocaine, 

fentanyl, methamphetamine, PCP, and n-n-dimethylpentylone (“boot”) in the area of 

21st Street and Maryland Ave. NE.  

           The sentence was announced by U.S. Attorney Edward R. Martin, Jr., FBI Special 

Agent in Charge Sean Ryan of the Washington Field Office’s Criminal and Cyber 

Division, DEA Acting Special Agent in Charge Ibrar A. Mian of the Washington 

Division, Special Agent in Charge Troy Springer of the National Capital Region of the 

U.S. Department of Labor - Office of Inspector General, and Chief Pamela Smith of the 

Metropolitan Police Department. 

            Shuford, aka “Breezy,” pleaded guilty on October 31, 2024, to conspiracy to 

distribute fentanyl, possessing a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime, and 

aggravated assault while armed. In addition to the 161-month prison sentence, U.S. 

District Court Judge Beryl A. Howell ordered Shuford to serve five years of supervised 

release. 

            According to court documents, the 21st and Vietnam crew used an apartment 

building on the 1900 block of I Street, NE, as a base of operations. The crew ran an 

open-air drug market around the building and sold narcotics outside on apartment 

grounds as well as on the first-floor hallway of the building. The sales of crack cocaine, 

fentanyl, methamphetamine, PCP, and n-n-dimethylpentylone (“boot”) occurred on a 
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near daily basis between at least June 2023 through May 2024 when the crew members 

were arrested. 

            On the morning of April 19, 2024, Shuford arrived at the apartment building to 

meet co-defendant Trevon Palmer. The pair departed in Shuford’s own vehicle and then 

exchanged it for a stolen Infiniti sedan. Shuford drove the stolen Infiniti to the 1200 

block of Mt. Olivet Road NE, Washington, D.C. The men – both armed with firearms –

hunted for members of a rival crew. After finding what they believed to be appropriate 

targets, both Shuford and Palmer opened fire from the vehicle, shooting indiscriminately 

into the parking lot of the Circle 7 Food and Grocery Mart without regard for innocent 

bystanders or passing cars. Shuford almost lost control of the vehicle as he opened fire. 

Shuford and Palmer’s shots injured four individuals. 

            Shuford was an equal participant in the 21st and Vietnam crew’s drug activities. 

He drove co-defendant Damien Jenkins to make a sizable drug sale during which 

Jenkins sold more than 80 grams of fentanyl. During that sale, Shuford remained nearby 

in his car, conducting another narcotics sale. 

            On May 15, 2024, law enforcement arrested Shuford and searched his residence. 

Law enforcement officers recovered distribution quantities of suspected marijuana, 

packaging supplies, a Glock 30 firearm, and $12,637 in cash. 

            This case was investigated by the DEA Washington Division Office, the FBI 

Washington Field Office, and the MPD. It is being prosecuted by Assistant United States 

Attorneys Andrea Duvall and Solomon Eppel. 



 

Briyon Shuford uploaded photos to the internet in 2023 of himself carrying 

firearms. 
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